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In Reception at St Werburgh’s Primary school we provide a play-based curriculum, which offers a mix of child directed, adult guided and adult directed learning opportunities.
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The curriculum across the EYFS is based on the principles of Birth to 5 matters.
https://birthto5matters.org.uk/
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An important part of our Reception learning space, is the enabling environment.  This is set up to support individual interests, to provide continued rehearsal of already learnt skills, as well as to challenge children in their play.  The role of the adult is to observe, assess and teach in the moment as well as to target children with pre planned next steps. 
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A day in the life of Reception children at St Werburgh’s Primary
· Each day the children have a balance between adult directed and child led learning.  The day is structured to include discrete teaching of phonics, maths and daily, well planned story time.   
· The environment is organised to enable children to independently access a range or resources and experiences. This is called ‘Continuous Provision’.  Many resources are open ended and allow children to play, investigate and problem solve alone or with their peers. Adults observe then interact in a variety of ways, including, enhancing provision with a resource that will scaffold and challenge next steps in learning. They support language development through extending talk with questioning and a sustained shared thinking approach.




Focus children

In Reception, across the year, children will have 3 opportunities to be a ‘focus child’.  We select up to 4 children per week, and when it is their turn, they start the week by sharing photos from home, with the class. This approach allows the child to share things that are special to them and helps to build their confidence with talking to an audience. This special time starts the week for the ‘focus children’ to be observed more closely and supported in continuous provision with next steps in learning.  The following week, the teacher meets families to share successes and talk through next steps. This meeting also allows time for parents to share information about their child. 
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All children develop in different ways and development is not a linear or automatic
process. It depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive
relationships and enabling environments that encourage their engagement and
recognise their strengths. All children have agency and curiosity to learn, and will
interact with other people and the world around them in different ways.
Understanding these different ways of knowing about the world is central to
understanding who children are and how best to support their development.

Birth to 5 Matters (2021)
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“We need to think about the learning environment as a pedagogical space not simply
somewhere that learning happens randomly”

Elizabeth Jarman
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