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Welcome to Issue 11 of SWPS Connect 

A message from Ms Faulkner… 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope that you enjoy looking through this celebration of some of the learning that has taken 
place in term 2 across the school.   
 
Thank you for your support of your children and the staff team too. It has been fantastic to see 
so many of you come to see your children with their classmates and share in singing and steel 
pan playing over the last two weeks. Thank you also for your continued support of the Friends 
of St Werburgh’s in their fundraising efforts. This week they paid for a theatre group to perform 
a pantomime for the children in KS1 and in Years 3 and 4 which was much enjoyed.  
 
We hope you all have a happy and healthy Christmas.  Do remember that Tuesday 4th January is 
an INSET day and that the first day back for children is Wednesday 5th January 2022. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Helen Faulkner and all of the team at St Werburgh’s Primary.  

Dear Parent/Colleague  
    
During 2021 our school supported an important public health research study of how Covid-19 spreads in schools 
(CoMMinS). Pupils and staff gave saliva samples, which were tested for current and previous Covid-19 infection in Univer-
sity of Bristol laboratories.  
   
From the 6th January 2022, the study team is still inviting families to take part in further research to work out how infec-
tion spreads within the household, which is where most people have most of their close contact with others. If you 
or anyone you live with has a confirmed positive Covid-19 test (any type of test) within the last 5 days (from the 6th Janu-
ary onwards), you might be able to help with this study. If you would like to help, the study team will invite you, and mem-
bers of your household and close contacts, to give non-invasive saliva samples twice a week, at home, for four weeks. 
The study team will deliver free test kits to your doorstep, give you instructions on how to do it, collect your samples and 
get them tested in the lab. They will also invite you to fill in a short questionnaire. As a thank you for your time and contri-
bution to the research, the study team will send you a gift of shopping vouchers for each set of saliva samples you can 
provide.  
 
You can hear Professor Caroline Relton, from Bristol University, explaining the research in this short video on: 
 
www.youtube.com     
  
COVID -19 Mapping  and Mitigation in schools (CoMMinS) Household Study 

Unlike other Covid-19 tests, the saliva tests are not invasive, don’t involve putting swabs into the throat or nose, and 

there’s no discomfort involved. The saliva test is very accurate, and has nothing to do with vaccines. You can find out more 

about this test by watching this short video: can hear Professor Caroline Relton, from Bristol University, explain-

ing the research in this short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EK5lpoLTfB0&t  

Households can take part in this study whether they have had a Covid-19 vaccination or not. 

The study hopes to help understand how Covid-19 spreads and what can be done to stop it. If you are in-

terested in taking part, please email the study team on or after the 6th January:  

commins-household@bristol.ac.uk.     
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Reception Children have been learning about Andy Warhol. He is an 

American Artist who was a leading figure in the visual Art movement 

known as POP ART.  

The children did portraits of themselves in the POP ART style. 
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In reception, we stumble on some snow and 

footprints in the studio and we think it 

might be Santa’s! Then we also find a letter 

to all the children in Reception from Santa. 

We decided to send him a list of all the 

things we would love to get this Christmas. 

“Can I have a unicorn” is what one child re-

quested on her list! 

On the decking, children have been 

dressing up as Santa, the reindeers 

and as elves! Santa is carrying a 

heavy sack filled with presents 

wrapped by children in the ‘wrapping 

station’.  
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YEAR 1 

 

This term, in Year 1, we had a runaway Gingerbread Man AND Chapatti in our school! We wrote our own 

character descriptions through these texts and used out DT skills to weigh, grate, chop and peel ingredi-

ents to make our own Gingerbread Men and filled chapattis. 

We have been making some excellent progress with our reading and feel really proud when we re-

ceive our next badges.  The children have even started to read stories aloud to their classes at the 

end of the day.  

Well done to all the Year 1 children on an incredibly successful Nativity perfor-

mance.  You worked like bees to perform the story of the first Christmas together! 
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Year 2 

In Year 2 we have linked our learning together this term and planned a healthy party inspired by our 

book The Lonely Beast. In enquiry we have learnt about healthy eating so the class decided that all our 

food should be healthy. We used our art and design skills to make decorations for the classrooms and 

even created our own music playlist on YouTube with all our favourite songs.  

 

Year 3 

Laurel and Lilac class have become Scientists and Engineers this term whilst creating their own lanterns com-

plete with working circuits. We think everyone is now an expert at investigating why a circuit does or doesn’t 

work and it was great to see everyone’s unique design at the lantern parade! We have been working really hard 

at our descriptive story writing and being accurate and systematic in our maths calculations.  

To round off a hard working and creative term we have been learning about Emmeline Simpson’s fantastic 

paintings of Bristol and creating our own paintings inspired by her.   

St Werburgh’s poets! 

Congratulations to Amber, Dan-

iel, Edward, Gil and Meikko in 

Year 3 who’s poems on the 

theme of Happiness have been 

selected to be published in a 

book by Ablaze. We look for-

ward to seeing their fantastic 

work in print! 

Water colour by Aminah Ali  

Laurel Class 
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Year 4 

It has been a fabulous and fun-packed term and we have, again, been incredibly proud of the hard work 

and dedication our Year 4 students have shown. We have been learning all about Romans this term. We 

have created our very own Roman shields, practised shield formations, designed and made Roman 

bracelets and learnt all about the Roman Empire with a particular focus on Boudicca and Septimus Seve-

rus (the first African Roman emperor). In Maths, we have been learning more times tables, working with 

4-digit numbers and learnt all about perimeter and kilometres. In English, we have been studying the 

book ‘Roman Journal’ and have written some fantastic diary entries and newspaper reports all about it. 

Well done Year 4 – enjoy your Christmas break! 
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Year 5 had an incredible Bake Off Week where they tackled a technical challenge of 3 sweet and 3 
savoury buns. Next, they had a go at a signature bake where they designed a fruit pizza. They really 
enjoyed getting their hands dirty and kneading the dough. 

We have had a brilliant time using clay to sculpt farmyard animals in the style of Augusta Savage and 
some of us attempted a portrait of Matthew Henson who we learnt was the first explorer to get to 
the North Pole. We explored creating texture in our clay. 

Science this term has been exciting... The children learnt about properties of materials, mixtures, 
dissolving, reversible and irreversible changes - one of our experiments even blew up a balloon! 

We have had a lot of fun and learnt by using our hands a lot this term. 



Year 6 

Year 6 have had an incredible term learning about World War I. The homework projects were a huge highlight, with brilliant contribu-
tions here from Milo L, Lyla, Maisy and Manni. We also had a superb trip to the M-Shed, where we were able to view the Colston stat-
ue and look at some significant pieces of graffiti on the way. We are incredibly proud of all the hard work that has gone into this term 
from all our children. What a final year we are having 

 

 

Teacher Feature 
 
Lots of parents worry about their kids’ screen time, but it can be hard to 
know how much is too much. To figure it out, it helps to think about your 
child’s overall health and wellness. Do they get plenty of sleep and exer-
cise? Are they keeping up in school? Do they spend quality time with 
friends and family? Do they enjoy non-screen activities and hobbies, like 
music or sports? If all the answers are yes, then screen time isn’t likely to be 
a problem. But if tech gets in the way of any of those things, then limiting 
screen time might help. 

Rules don’t need to be extreme to be helpful. You can try setting specific times of the day or week that 
are always open for screens, so that your child knows what to expect. Extra screen time can be a reward 
for positive behaviour, like getting ready for school on time. Writing a list of non-screen activities togeth-
er (reading, crafts, playing with a pet) can also help, since it gives your child lots of options to pick from if 
they get bored. Modelling healthy screen use (like putting away your own phone during set times) makes 
a big difference too. 
It’s normal for kids to push back against new rules. They might throw tantrums or ask over and over to 
change the rule. But usually, they will adjust to the new rule within a week 
or two. It’s important to keep the rule consistent during that time and 
avoid making exceptions at first. And it’s best not to debate about the rule 
— once it’s set, it’s not up for discussion. It can also be helpful to start a 
new rule at a time when other changes are happening, like the end of a 
school vacation. That way, kids get a fresh start all at once. 
Once a rule is established, you might have to make exceptions sometimes. 
That’s okay! If giving kids extra screen time once in a while helps you take 
care of yourself or get other things done, it’s not a big deal. Sometimes, 
being flexible is the best way to keep everyone’s stress levels down. 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

https://raymondtec.com/2019/01/apples-ios-12-2-beta-points-to-customized-downtime-scheduling/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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FESTIVE COLOURING SHEETS 

 




