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The Vision for St Werburgh’s Primary School’s Irresistible Curriculum

The curriculum at St Werburgh’s Primary is the vehicle we use to ensure that our children have the
opportunity to explore, think creatively, be inspired and ask questions of the world around them.
Together as a school community, we have deliberately chosen to ensure that the curriculum is broad
and offers our children the chance to find their passion, experience new things and develop new
skills.  The wider curriculum is at the core of what we do with an emphasis on being mathematicians,
musicians, artists, designers, scientists, athletes, communicators, historians, geographers, innovators
and creators.  We want to learn together and from each other to become excellent citizens of our
wider world.

Our curriculum provides a landscape for enquiry-led, engaging learning. Our curriculum map is a
strong framework for making connections between subjects and allowing students to link their
learning to their own lives and experiences.  Our curriculum reflects the area and communities that it
serves.  We ensure that our curriculum is representative and celebrates diversity.  The curriculum is
clearly mapped whilst still allowing flexibility in order that the lives and heritage of learners and their
communities can be distinctively embedded. Our curriculum encourages critical thinking, exploration
and curiosity, with a thematic approach working alongside discrete teaching.

Our curriculum is enquiry-led and is centred on the need for children to be able to think critically. I t
focuses on the importance of experiential learning and play.  The curriculum emphasises the need for
children to develop links in their learning and be able to apply their knowledge and skills in different
situations and with different applications, thus developing competency.

The curriculum is organised through enquiry questions and statements that provoke and stimulate
children’s critical thinking and the importance of independent thinking.  Children are initially inspired
by a ‘WOW’, which is an immersive experience that introduces the Enquiry and is designed to
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generate questions and ideas that the children wish to explore.  As well as assessing prior knowledge
e.g. through the use of concept cartoons or discussion.  The children engage in ‘Mini Adventures’
throughout the year, which may be external visits or internal experiences/visitors.  At the end of the
Enquiry the children celebrate their learning journey with their families in a ‘Fantastic Finale’.

In collaboration with parents/carers, children, staff and governors, the School has collated a booklet
of ‘Products/Experiences’ which we believe enriches a child’s education and journey through primary
school.   Most of these  are woven into the curriculum each year and may be a mini adventure, part
of the Fantastic Finale or part of a lesson within an Enquiry. Twenty of these are set out for each year
group and teachers commit to planning 15 for their class each year.  Parents/carers and family friends
are encouraged to try to achieve the rest of the experiences outside of school.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

In Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework .  This Framework specifies the areas of,1

and requirement for learning and development in the Early Years we must cover in our curriculum.
These areas are:

● Communication and Language

● Physical Development

● Personal, Social and emotional development.

● Literacy

● Mathematics

● Understanding the world

● Expressive arts and design.

English

Intent

Reading

Children at St Werburgh's Primary have a love of reading and can talk with confidence about their

reading preferences.  Younger children can apply their phonics knowledge to become fluent

readers. Children develop their fluency and have a good understanding of what they read.

Writing

Children at St Werburgh's Primary can write with fluency and consideration of the reader.  They

develop a rich vocabulary that they can draw on when being a writer themselves.  Children are

accurate in their use of spelling and punctuation and use neat joined writing.  Children write for a

range of different purposes and across the curriculum.

1DfE Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, published 31 March 2021.
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Oracy

The children at St Werburgh's Primary will be confident and respectful communicators who use

speaking and listening skills to develop their learning, relationships and well-being and to

contribute to the wider community.

Please see our English policy for more information.

Our English lessons develop children's spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary. Literacy is
taught in a cross-curricular way, linking up with other areas of the curriculum. We teach our children
to speak clearly, to convey their ideas fluently and confidently and to ask questions. Our children are
encouraged to read for pleasure and to read widely.

We teach phonics using a range of resources and decodable books.  Reading skills sessions are taught
to the whole class and cover a range of text types chosen to complement our topics.

To support children in moving towards independent writing we provide a wide range of activities
including use of film and imagery, drama, modelled, shared and guided writing, peer editing and
discussion.  We use Talk for Writing to encourage children to express their ideas, exchange ideas and
to develop more sophisticated vocabulary.  We provide opportunities for writing for purpose and we
encourage children to see themselves as authors.

Handwriting and spelling sessions take place daily. There are half hour timetabled spelling and
grammar lessons every week.  In addition both grammar and spelling are integrated into writing
lessons.

Mathematics

Intent

A mathematician at St Werburgh’s Primary can fluently recall basic number facts and is able to use

mathematical reasoning to explore mathematical problems.

A fluent mathematician can:

● Recall key number facts (times tables & number bonds) instantly, including inverse facts.

● Form connections with their prior learning.

● Use the four number operations accurately and efficiently.

● Use a range of physical, mental, pictorial and written strategies.

● Understand the number system, particularly place value and fractions, decimals &

percentages.

● Recognise maths within a variety of contexts and structures.

A mathematician who reasons can:

● Work systematically and logically to solve problems.

● Use trial, improvement and to think flexibly.

● Identify mathematical patterns.

● Manipulate information and interpret it correctly.

● Working backwards and use inverse operations to check their own answers.
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● To use mathematical vocabulary confidently to explain their thinking and reasoning.

Our teachers ensure that mathematical skills are taught and developed every day.  We use the White
Rose Curriculum and work alongside Boolean which ensures mastery of mathematics.  Our children
understand the importance of mathematics, are encouraged to be confident in numeracy and to
apply the skills that they learn to reasoning and explaining their own thinking.  Our lessons cover a
wide range of mathematical knowledge, many with an emphasis on practical work using resources.
We use ‘Number makes sense’ to support learning.

Science

Intent

A scientist at St Werburgh’s Primary will use their curiosity to develop the skills to: ask questions,
make predictions and test answers in a variety of ways.  They will develop scientific knowledge
about the world around us, how science has an impact on our lives, and how it may affect the
future.  Children will be inquisitive and learn the foundations of Science that supports their future
learning.

Science is taught in line with the Early Years Statutory Framework (Understanding the world) and the
National Curriculum 2014.

Early Years Statutory Framework

● Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and
their community.  The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their
knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums
to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In
addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster
their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world.
As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that
support understanding across domains.  Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will
support later reading comprehension.

National Curriculum 2014

The national curriculum for science aims to ensure that all children:

● develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines
of biology, chemistry and physics

● develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different
types of science enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them

● are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications
of science, today and for the future. The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of the
subject are set out in the Programmes of Study.

In the EYFS, knowledge and understanding of the world is the area of learning where children are
developing the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the
world.  This forms the foundation for later work in Science.  As a result, children take part in activities
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that are based on first-hand experiences that encourage exploration, observation, problem solving,
prediction, critical thinking, decision-making and discussion.

In Key Stages 1 and 2 science programmes of study and working scientifically are mostly taught
through cross curricular Enquiries.  Working scientifically is taught from the science programmes of
study.  When the Enquiry does not have meaningful links to the science curriculum the science is
taught as a stand-alone subject.  Topic overviews produced for each term indicate the learning
outcomes taught in each term to ensure progression and curriculum coverage throughout children’s
primary school journey.

Art and Design

Intent

An artist at St Werburgh’s Primary is able to express their individuality and creativity through Art.
They develop key artistic skills during their time with us and present their unique viewpoints
through different mediums including painting, collage, textiles and design.

Art has a very important place in our curriculum and is celebrated in each class through the ‘Artist of
the Term’ and woven into the various termly topics.  Our teaching provides an understanding of all
the diverse art forms so that the children experience drawing, painting, collage, textiles, 3D designs,
printmaking and digital media.  Planning reflects a starting point and shows the development of
skills, demonstrated in sketch books. Final pieces are recorded in these, photographs taken or work
contributes to a display.  Art makes links with made with other areas of the curriculum.

Design and Technology

Intent

A designer at St Werburgh’s Primary can find, research and design solutions to real life problems.

They develop creative, technical and practical skills and knowledge in order to design.  Children

analyse, evaluate and adapt their work by creating prototypes. They learn to use tools effectively

and safely to make increasingly complex designs as they progress through the School.

Our design and technology lessons encourage the designing and making of products to solve real and
relevant problems.  Our children learn to select from and use a wide range of materials and
components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their
characteristics.  During Food technology we teach the principles of nutrition and our children learn
how to prepare and make a wide variety of simple, healthy  recipes.  They understand where our
food comes from and how it is grown.

Computing

Intent

Working in the Digital world at St Werburgh’s Primary involves understanding and using

computers to think creatively to solve problems, including being confident with how to write code
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and using different programmes.  Digital engineers are aware of online risks and learn how to

navigate the online world safely.  This will include using the internet as a tool to support the wider

curriculum.  They will be able to use their skills to create digital projects.

We do have discreet timetable time for the development of ICT skills but our approach is to integrate
ICT into lessons across the curriculum.  This includes the use of laptops and other hardware. There is
a learning platform that is accessible inside and outside the classroom. Subject specific software,
from one-off programmes to learning platforms, support teaching and learning across all years.  The
children develop their skills, starting in reception with mouse control, keyboard skills, saving and
printing work.  They draw pictures, write and use the internet to carry out research.  They then
progress to more complex skills such as data analysis and coding.  Children will use technology safely
and identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns.

Modern Foreign Language

Intent

A linguist at St Werburgh’s Primary communicates with others beyond their first language through

speaking, reading and writing as they progress through the School.

At St Werburgh’s we celebrate that there are many linguists within our own school community.

Through the inclusion of Modern foreign languages we aim for all children to secure their confidence

in communicating in a different language especially in practical situations and small regular practice

within the classroom.  We use ‘Salut’ to deliver lessons across KS2.

Our approach is to make learning a new language fun.  Young children are very receptive to learning
a new language; they like to mimic pronunciation and they can easily pick up and duplicate new
sounds.  Children feel a real sense of accomplishment when they learn to say something new.
Repetition and practice are essential in learning a new language so songs and listening games are
regularly used.  We also integrate language into the everyday routine through the date, greetings and
counting.  Across the School, we have a language of the term and we use the languages spoken by
the children in the learning displays around the School.

We have discreet lessons on the timetable in KS2 which follow the same profile.  Children are taught
to:

● Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding

● Engage in conversations, ask and answer questions, express opinions and respond to those of

others, and seek clarification and help

● Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

● Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

● Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, expressing their

ideas clearly

● Describe people, places, things and actions in speech and in writing
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Music

Intent

Musicians at St Werburgh’s Primary have the  opportunities to create, play, perform and enjoy
music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make
judgements about the quality of music.

Music is an important part of the curriculum we offer.  We provide opportunities for all children to
create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical
forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.

The aims of music teaching are to enable all children to:

● perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres,
styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians

● learn to sing and use their voices
● have the opportunity to learn to play a musical instrument
● to use technology appropriately
● to create and compose music on their own and with others
● understand and explore how music is created

As a school we are committed to every child having the opportunity to learn a musical instrument.
We ensure that we provide opportunities to learn with specialist music teachers from Year 1 to Year
5.  Children are also encouraged to engage with peripatetic teachers who come to the School.

Physical Education (PE)

Intent

Children at St Werburgh’s Primary will learn fundamental skills of movement, so they can apply
these to a range of physical activities and games.  Through learning opportunities, purposeful
practice, and personal motivation they will understand the role teamwork, communication, and
leadership.  They will develop a healthy understanding of health, keeping active and well-being.

Every year group throughout the School has 2 hours of timetabled PE per week.  Reception classes
start formal PE lessons in Term 2.

One hour is based on the Real PE programme.  This is fully aligned to the National Curriculum and
Ofsted requirements and focuses on the development of agility, balance and coordination, healthy
competition and cooperative learning through a unique and market leading approach to teaching
and learning in PE.  The second hour focuses on a variety of sports such as dance, hockey, tennis,
dodgeball and yoga.

Additionally, KS2 children have one term with an external qualified football coach and one term at
Horfield Leisure Centre where they have swimming lessons from an external qualified swimming
coach.

Other opportunities for children to access physical exercise at school are:

● during playtimes and lunchtimes when a variety of sports are played and sports equipment is
available for children to access
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● participating in competitive sport within school and with local schools, allowing them to
strive for success as part of a team and as individuals

● through sports clubs which run before and after school, available for all children to attend
● provided through taster sessions for a variety of sports, introducing and inspiring children to

try new things and strive to achieve their potential

PE lessons are in taught in either one of our sports halls, the dance studio or the outdoor sports
court.  The Daily Mile track is used throughout the day to promote activity and well-being.

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)

Intent

Children at St Werburgh’s Primary will develop the knowledge, understanding and emotional
awareness to be able to play an active role in today’s society.  They will develop a responsibility for
themselves and those around them as well as showing an appreciation of difference.  They will
have high aspirations, a belief in themselves, confidence in their own thoughts and realise that
anything is possible if they put their mind to it.

At St Werburgh’s Primary, we follow the JIGSAW scheme of work.  This is a whole-school approach

that combines all the fundamental skills of PSHE with mindfulness, emotional literacy and social

skills.  We believe these are important skills for children to learn to become happy, safe and

confident for the future.  The scheme builds on from skills learnt in previous years to ensure children

have a consistent and well embedded PSHE curriculum.  It covers the following themes:

● Term 1 Being Me in my World

● Term 2 Celebrating Differences

● Term 3 Dreams and Goals

● Term 4 Healthy Me

● Term 5 Relationships

● Term 6 Changing Me

At St Werburgh’s Primary we plan for children to experience many aspects of the PSHE curriculum
through day-to-day activities.  We provide a breadth of opportunity for children and encourage an
environment conducive to positive learning and mutual respect.  The children develop their
understanding of these issues through:

● Assemblies
● School trips
● Extra-curricular activities
● Clear classroom and playground rules
● Stimulating classroom environment
● Clear behaviour policy
● School council/Green team
● Discussion about what makes a good learner through ELLI animals in EYFS/KS1 and Gem

Powers in KS2.
● Philosophical/Critical thinking questions
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British Values

At St Werburgh’s Primary we promote “British values” through our culturally inclusive curriculum.
We believe that it is hard to define what constitutes “Britishness” or national identity and prefer to
celebrate the similarities and differences that make us unique.  We embrace and support the
multiple ways our community connects with British society.

Through our Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and our Social, Moral, Spiritual and
Cultural curriculum (SMSC) we help students understand the standard set out by the DfE, including:

● An understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic
process

● An understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected
in law

● An understanding of the importance of identifying and combating discrimination

The strong focus on equality and equity at St Werburgh’s supports and encourages children to think
critically and challenge stereotypes.  Discrimination and harassment are extremely rare and the
School’s positive behaviour management policy helps children understand their responsibility to
manage their emotions and the importance of respecting others.  The School prides itself on the
importance it places on being proud of one's heritage and the value in feeling a sense of belonging.

Rights Respecting School

“UNICEF works with schools in the UK to create safe and inspiring places to learn, where children

are respected, their talents are nurtured and they are able to thrive.” (UNICEF).

At St Werburgh’s, our work toward achieving the Rights Respecting Schools Award embeds these

values in our teaching and our learning.  We use the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

(UNCRC) throughout our curriculum and School Vision. Our vision, as a Rights Respecting School, is

that all of our community:

● Take responsibility for themselves, each other and their learning.
● Are responsible, respectful and safe.

Religious Education (RE)

Intent

At St Werburgh’s Primary we use the ‘Discovery’ scheme to deliver our RE curriculum.  Our teaching
promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our children.  It reflects the fact
that the religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse.

Two key facets of learning RE are learning about religion and learning from religion. Learning
about religion enables children to acquire knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,
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attitudes, practices and rituals.  Learning from religion enables children to reflect on what values
they can learn from religions to develop their own beliefs and values.

We follow the Discovery scheme for Religious education and teach one 45-minute RE lesson a week.
Our teaching promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our children.  It
reflects the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse.

Two key facets of learning RE are learning about religion and learning from religion. L earning about
religion enables children to acquire knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, attitudes,
practices and rituals.  Learning from religion enables children to reflect on what values they can learn
from religions to develop their own beliefs and values.

In Key Stage 1, children cover the Discovery syllabus with a focus on Christianity, Judaism and Islam.
In Key Stage 2, children cover the Discovery syllabus with focuses on Christianity, Islam, Judaism and
Hinduism.  Throughout both key stages, children also consider humanist viewpoints, which attributes
meaning to humans and science, with no belief in a deity.

History and Geography

Intent

Historians at St Werburgh’s Primary are able to place key events and people from the past

chronologically.  They are able to recall key facts, ask questions and offer opinions using evidence

and reasoning .  They know that there are different interpretations of the past and can discuss why

these differ.  They have a secure knowledge of key historical events and key people from a variety

of cultures and places around the world.  Historians are able to critically assess sources of

information to form their opinions.

Geographers at St Werburgh’s Primary use geographical vocabulary, tools, and maps to identify
and describe natural and human-created systems or features.  Using fieldwork, they observe,
explore, measure and record features in the landscape, and how humans interact with the world
around them.  They understand that humans are changing their environment and that we can all
now act to create a better, more sustainable world.

History and Geography provides children with a breadth of opportunity and experiences.  We set out
to discover the Historian and Geographer in each and every child by igniting their curiosity for the
place in which they live and how it became as it is today.  We do this by ensuring children have the
opportunity to take trips to places of historical and geographical importance.

Children can also see the opportunities their world holds for them by understanding it better and
seeing how it has changed. In addition to all this, we take every opportunity to invite visitors in and
borrow historical artefacts for children to experience and help them to piece together the past.  We
place an emphasis on ensuring children’s skills are well developed.  Our focus is to challenge children
to ask and answer those difficult and more complex and in-depth questions.  Children at St
Werburgh’s learn to think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop good perspective
and judgement.
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Appendix - Intent Statements

ENGLISH

Reading

Children at St Werburgh's Primary have a love of reading and can talk with confidence about their

reading preferences.  Younger children can apply their phonics knowledge to become fluent

readers.  Children develop their fluency and have a good understanding of what they read.

Writing

Children at St Werburgh's Primary can write with fluency and consideration of the reader.  They

develop a rich vocabulary that they can draw on when being a writer themselves.  Children are

accurate in their use of spelling and punctuation and use neat joined writing.  Children write for a

range of different purposes and across the curriculum.

Oracy

The children at St Werburgh's Primary will be confident and respectful communicators who use

speaking and listening skills to develop their learning, relationships and well-being and to

contribute to the wider community.

MATHEMATICS

A mathematician at St Werburgh’s Primary can fluently recall basic number facts and is able to use

mathematical reasoning to explore mathematical problems.

SCIENCE

A scientist at St Werburgh’s Primary will use their curiosity to develop the skills to: ask questions,

make predictions and test answers in a variety of ways.  They will develop scientific knowledge

about the world around us, how science has an impact on our lives, and how it may affect the

future.  Children will be inquisitive and learn the foundations of Science that supports their future

learning.

ART AND DESIGN

An artist at St Werburgh’s Primary is able to express their individuality and creativity through Art.

They develop key artistic skills during their time with us and present their unique viewpoints

through different mediums including painting, collage, textiles and design.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

A designer at St Werburgh’s Primary can find, research and design solutions to real life problems.

They develop creative, technical and practical skills and knowledge in order to design.  Children

analyse, evaluate and adapt their work by creating prototypes.  They learn to use tools effectively

and safely to make increasingly complex designs as they progress through the School.

COMPUTING
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Working in the Digital world at St Werburgh’s Primary involves understanding and using

computers to think creatively to solve problems, including being confident with how to write code

and using different programmes.  Digital engineers are aware of online risks and learn how to

navigate the online world safely.  This will include using the internet as a tool to support the wider

curriculum.  They will be able to use their skills to create digital projects.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

A linguist at St Werburgh’s Primary communicates with others beyond their first language through

speaking, reading and writing as they progress through the School.

MUSIC

Musicians at St Werburgh’s Primary have the  opportunities to create, play, perform and enjoy
music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make
judgements about the quality of music.

Physical Education (PE)

Children at St Werburgh’s Primary will learn fundamental skills of movement, so they can apply
these to a range of physical activities and games.  Through learning opportunities, purposeful
practice, and personal motivation they will understand the role teamwork, communication, and
leadership.  They will develop a healthy understanding of health, keeping active and well-being.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE)

Children at St Werburgh’s Primary will develop the knowledge, understanding and emotional
awareness to be able to play an active role in today’s society.  They will develop a responsibility for
themselves and those around them as well as showing an appreciation of difference.  They will
have high aspirations, a belief in themselves, confidence in their own thoughts and realise that
anything is possible if they put their mind to it.

BRITISH VALUES

At St Werburgh’s Primary we promote “British values” through our culturally inclusive curriculum.
We believe that it is hard to define what constitutes “Britishness” or national identity and prefer to
celebrate the similarities and differences that make us unique.  We embrace and support the
multiple ways our community connects with British society.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE)

At St Werburgh’s Primary we use the ‘Discovery’ scheme to deliver our RE curriculum.  Our teaching
promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our children.  It reflects the fact
that the religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse.

Two key facets of learning RE are learning about religion and learning from religion.  Learning
about religion enables children to acquire knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,
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attitudes, practices and rituals. Learning from religion enables children to reflect on what values
they can learn from religions to develop their own beliefs and values.

HISTORY

Historians at St Werburgh’s Primary are able to place key events and people from the past

chronologically.  They are able to recall key facts, ask questions and offer opinions using evidence

and reasoning .  They know that there are different interpretations of the past and can discuss why

these differ.  They have a secure knowledge of key historical events and key people from a variety

of cultures and places around the world.  Historians are able to critically assess sources of

information to form their opinions.

GEOGRAPHY

Geographers at St Werburgh’s Primary use geographical vocabulary, tools, and maps to identify
and describe natural and human-created systems or features.  Using fieldwork, they observe,
explore, measure and record features in the landscape, and how humans interact with the world
around them.  They understand that humans are changing their environment and that we can all
now act to create a better, more sustainable world.
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