
 

 
 

Writing Overview 2020- 2021 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Who helps me? Who helps me? Where do creatures 
live? 

Where do creatures live? What’s special about St 
Werburgh’s? 

What’s special about St 
Werburgh’s? 

Receptio
n 

Pete the Cat 
Monkey Puzzle 
Mark making 
Patterns 
Ascribing meaning 
Name writing 
Phase 1 phonics 

Stanley’s Stick 
The Jolly Postman 
Mark making 
Letter formation 
Name writing 
Initial sounds 
Story mapping 
Phase 2 phonicsn 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh No George! 
Arghhhhh Spider! 
CVC words (phase 2) 
HFW 
Labels 
Non-fiction writing 
Phase 2 phonics 
 

Leopard’s Drum 
Tanka Tanka Skunk 
CVC words (phase 3) 
HFW 
Diagraph/trigraph practise 
Captions 
Speech bubbles 
Phase 3 phonics 

Bog Baby 
So Much 
CVC words (phase 3) 
HFW 
Diagraph/trigraph practise 
Sentence writing 
Instruction writing 
Phase 3 phonics 

 
Naughty Bus 
The Train Ride 
CVCC/CCVC words (phase4) 
HFW 
Recount 
Story writing 
Phase 3/4 phonics 

Year 1 Hello I’m New Here! Stories From Around The 
World 

Starry Night Who’s afraid of the big bad 
wolf? 

The real toy story High Flyers! 
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Lost and Found  
Character description 
Leaving spaces 
between words 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
Expanded noun 
phrases with one 
adjective (adjectives 
and nouns) 
Narrative 
Story mapping 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
conjunctions- and 
then 
 
Poetry- calligrams 
commas 
adjectives 
 

Anna Hibiscus 
Instructions 
ordinal language  
adjectives 
commands 
 
Non-chronological reports 
Headings and subheadings 
Pictures and captions 
capital letters and full stops 
question marks 
conjunctions - and because 
so 

Beegu 
Recount- diary entry 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
Dear diary-from... 
conjunctions- and 
because so  
Past tense ed 
Character description 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
Expanded noun phrases 
with one adjective 
(adjectives and nouns) 
Letters 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
Dear ….-from... 
conjunctions- and 
because so  
The Gingerbread man 
The Bao bun baby 
(digital literacy) 
Narrative 
Story mapping 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
conjunctions- and then 
so because  
? ! 

Three Little Pigs 
Narrative 
Monologues 
Plural noun suffixes (s/es) 
Suffixes ed, ing, er 

Egg drop 
Poster (explanation text) 
Recount of the trip 
Suffixes ed, ing, er 
Conjunctions- and, because 
Exclamation and question marks 
Plural noun suffixes (s/es) 

Puffin Peter 
Soar (digital literacy) 
Recount 
Character description 
Narrative 
Letters 
Prefix un 
Expanded noun phrases 
(adjective noun) 
Sequencing sentences to form 
short narratives 
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Year 2 Where do we live? 
The Great Fire of 

London 

How can we keep 
healthy? 

Animals And Their 
Homes 

What Is The Best Way To 
Travel? 

Why is water precious? Brunel’s Bristol 

How to find gold 
Narrative 
Capital letters and full 
stops 
Expanded noun 
phrases with 2 
adjectives and comma 
(adjectives and nouns) 
Vlad and the Great 
Fire of London 
Recount 
Past tense (verbs) 
Questions 

The lonely Beast 
Character description 
Conjunctions 
Commas in a list 
Instructions 
Commands 
Adverbs 
Poetry 
Nouns, adjectives, verbs 
and adverbs 

The Emperor’s Egg 
Non-chronological 
reports 
Recount 
Conjunctions 
Commas in a list 
Headings 
Present tense 

Winnie in Winter 
Character description 
‘UP’- visual literacy 
Setting description 
Possessive apostrophes 
ful, less, ly, ment, ness suffixes 
 

Lila and the secret of rain 
Narrative 
Something fishy - digital 
literacy 
Recount 
Fronted adverbials, Ambitious 
language choice and 
developing cohesion 
 
 
 

Flotsam David Weisner 
Narrative 
 
Exclamation sentences 
Ambitious language choice 
and developing cohesion 
 
Recount of WSM trip 
Conjunctions 
Commas in a list 
Fronted adverbials 
Different sentence types 
Narrative  
(children’s own stories to be 
published and show learning 
from the year) 

Year 3 Who were the 
Greatest Builders? 

How Does Electricity 
Work? 

Would you like to go to 
Guatemala? 

The Games children play Are Bugs important? St Werburgh’s 

Stone Girl, Bone Girl 
Recount - Diaries Mary 
Anning’s and/or 
Mammoth hunt 
Capital letters and full 
stops revision 
Coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions 
Commas in lists of 
adjectives and nouns.  
Fronted adverbials 
including commas 
 

·  

 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom  
Narrative  
Creating settings and 
characters 
Conjunctions 
Commas- in lists of nouns 
or adjectives 
Apostrophe- contractions 
and singular possessive 
Inverted commas in direct 
speech 
Fronted adverbials with 
comma use 
Poetry 
Word types and choices 
Synonyms 
Adverbs 

The Most Beautiful Place 
in the World 
Non chronological report 
-   exotic animal, 
volcanoes 
Structure and organisation 
into paragraphs with 
headings and subheadings 
Group related information 
Conjunctions 
Use of nouns or pronouns 
Persuasive text 
(poster/leaflet) - Come to 
Guatemala or 
conservation 
Fronted adverbials with 
comma use 

Jumanji 
Narrative 
Setting and character 
description 
Conjunctions 
Tense including present perfect 
Inverted commas in direct 
speech 
Fronted adverbials with comma 
use 
Instructions 
Commas 
Conjunctions 
Adverbs 
Use of an or a 
Recount  
Tense including present perfect 

Explanation- pollination, 
life-cycles 
Group related information into 
paragraphs, indenting on new 
line 
Formation of nouns using a 
range of prefixes 
Commas 
Conjunctions 
Possessive apostrophes with 
plural nouns 
Ariki and the island of 
wonders 
Description 
Setting and character description 
Conjunctions 

The village that vanished.  
Belonging. 
Persuasive writing 
Audience and purpose 
Effective opening and closing 
sophisticated language choice 
Sentence types 
Letters  
Audience and purpose 
Effective opening and closing 
Sentence types 
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Non chronological 
report- focus on one 
aspect ie food 
Structure and 
organisation into 
paragraphs with 
headings and 
subheadings 
Use of  a  or an  
 

use the first 2 or 3 letters 
of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary 

Correct tense 
 
 

Prepositions (Before, after, 
because of) 
 

Commas- in lists of nouns or 
adjectives 
Fronted adverbials with comma 
use 
Prepositions (in, behind, in the 
distance) 
 

Year 4 How do we see? How 
do we hear? 

Who were the Romans? How does the digestive 
system work? 

From a Railway Carriage Should we stop eating 
chocolate? 

Settlements and who settled 
where?  

Orion and the Dark 
The Dark 
Character description 
Structure and 
organisation 
-paragraphs 
Noun phrases expanded 
by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition 
phrases  
Poetry 
Similes and metaphors 
Narrative 
Direct speech 
Features of a text - 
openings 
Fronted adverbials 
Commas 

Roman Diary - Journal of 
Iliona 
Recount (of trip to 
Caerleon/ diary of Roman 
times?) 
Reported speech 
Apostrophes 
Structure and organisation 
-paragraphs 
Tense - including present 
form 
Apostrophes 
Newspaper article 
Apostrophe- singular and 
plural possessives.  
Fronted adverbials with 
comma use 
Different sentence 
structures 
 
Instructions linked to DT 

‘Junk’ - visual literacy 
https://www.literacyshed
.com/junk.html 
Narrative 
Precise descriptive detail 
Vocabulary 
Subordinating and 
coordinating conjunctions, 
Noun phrases expanded 
by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, 
nouns and preposition 
phrases  
 
Persuasive letter - should 
junk food adverts be 
banned.  
Expanding ideas using 
conjunctions 
Use of language to convey 
a viewpoint 
Appropriate choice of 
pronoun or noun within 
and across sentences to 
aid cohesion and avoid 
repetition 
 
 

The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane. 
Recount (Diaries)  
Use of language for empathy 
Tense - including present form 
Apostrophes 
Appropriate choice of pronoun 
or noun within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition 
 
Poetry - range of poetry with a 
focus on performance 
(Links to Michael Rosen) 
Commas- in lists of nouns or 
adjectives 
 
 

Kofi and his magic paperback 
Non chronological report about 
Ghana rainforest 
Audience, purpose and format 
Expanding ideas using 
conjunctions 
Use of language to convey a 
viewpoint 
Sentence structures 
Appropriate choice of pronoun 
or noun within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition 
 
The Tin Forest  
Narrative 
Features of a text - closing 
Sentence structures 
Structure and organisation 
-paragraphs words/names 
ending in s    its/it’s 
Direct speech 
 
 
 

Beowulf 
Explanation Text  
Topic sentences 
Synonyms 
Adverbs 
 
NOT SURE YET 
Persuasive  
Expanding ideas using 
conjunctions 
Use of language to convey a 
viewpoint 
 
 

https://www.literacyshed.com/junk.html
https://www.literacyshed.com/junk.html
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Year 5 Where are castles 
built? 

Explorers! What’s in the night sky? The Ancient Indus Valley The Highway Man We are Biologists! 

Non fiction castle text 
Persuasive letter 
Revise capital letters 
and full stops 
To use the full range 
of punctuation from 
previous year groups. 
Revise definition of, 
identify and locate in 
sentence context a(n): 
noun (common, proper, 
abstract, collective); 
singular or plural); 
verb (doing and being); 
adjective; 
adverb; 
coordinating conjunction; 
subordinating 
conjunction;. 
 
Narrative with speech 
Write for a range of 
purposes and 
audiences. 
Use dialogue to convey 
character and enhance 
the action. 
Revise definition of, 
identify and locate in 
sentence context a(n): 
ENP; 
preposition 
Modal verbs 
Determiners 
Possessive pronoun 
 

Shackleton’s Journey 
(Non-fiction text)  
Newspaper report 
Write for a range of 
purposes, confidently 
selecting structure and 
organisation of a text. 
To use relative clauses 
beginning with a relative 
pronoun. 
To create paragraphs that 
are suitably linked. 
 
Ice Trap 
Narrative 
 
Use a wider range of 
linking devices to build 
cohesion including time 
adverbials. 
 
Say irregular verbs in the 
simple present, past and 
future tense.  

Say verbs in the present perfect, 
past perfect, future perfect 
tense.  

Identify and write sentences in 
the simple present, past or future
tense or perfect present, past or 
future tense. 

 
 
 

Cosmic Disco 
Poetry 
Write for a range of 
purposes, confidently 
selecting structure and 
organisation of a text. 
 
Dr Maggie's Grand tour 
of the solar system 
Non-chronological report 
(space) 
Revise definition and 
identify: clause, main 
clause (inc statement, 
question, exclamation, 
command), question tag, 
subordinate clause, 
relative clause, 
coordinating and 
subordinating 
conjunctions, relative 
pronouns 
 
Select and use 
appropriate 
organisational devices 
such as bullet points, 
headings, underlining.  
 
Parenthesis using () ,, -- 
 
Simple sentences, 
compound sentences 
(using coordinating 
conjunctions), subordinate 
clause complex sentences, 

Indus valley (Great 
Civilisations) 
Explanation text  
Write for a range of purposes, 
confidently selecting structure 
and organisation of a text. 
Adverbs and modal verbs. 
 
Newspaper report 
 
Select and use appropriate 
organisational devices such as 
bullet points, headings, 
underlining. 
Use dialogue to convey 
character and enhance the 
action.  
Brackets, dashes or commas 
to show parenthesis. 

The Highway Man 
Narrative Poetry 
Write for a range of purposes, 
confidently selecting structure 
and organisation of a text. 
 
Stormbreaker 
(Anthony Horowitz – Author 
of the Term) 
Character description  
To use relative clauses 
beginning with a relative 
pronoun. 
 
To describe settings, 
characters and atmosphere to 
engage the reader. 
 
Singular and plural possession 
including words/names ending 
in s its/it’s 
 
Narrative with speech 
Use the full range of 
punctuation from previous 
year groups. 
Revise apostrophes to show 
contraction and possession 
 
 
 
 

Journey to the River Sea 
Recount (diary)  
Prefixes and suffixes 
Match a prefix to root words: 
mis, over, re 
Match suffixes to root words: 
ful, less, ate, ise, ify 
 
Balanced Argument (why visit/ 
live in the Amazon) 
Sentence types: simple, 
compound, subordinate clause 
complex, relative clause 
complex 
Conditional clauses 
Conditional clause complex 
sentences 
Learn the definition of and 
identify subjects and objects of 
sentences. 
 
 
Setting description 
To use relative clauses 
beginning with a relative 
pronoun. 
 
Describe settings, characters 
and atmosphere to engage the 
reader. 
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 relative clause complex 
sentences, non-finite 
clause complex sentences 

Year 6 Gert Lush Lives changed forever: 
WWI 

What was the 
Windrush? 

Who are the Ancient Greeks? Who are the Ancient Greeks? Why do some creatures no 
longer exist? 

The Viewer by Shaun 
Tan 
Setting Description 
Punctuation recap 
Using a range of clause 
structures -relative 
clauses, complex and 
compound, expanded 
noun phrases, simple 
sentences, prepositions. 
Create atmosphere 
using figurative 
language. 
Narrative 
Paragraphs to develop 
and expand ideas 
Devices to build 
cohesion (adverbials) 
Range of Clause 
Structures 

Nelson Mandela 
(Black History Month) 
Biography 
Formal Tone - subjunctive 
mood 
Headings and subheadings 
Paragraphs to organise 
ideas 
Private Peaceful 
Diaries and Letters to loved 
ones from the trenches 
(Sainsbury’s Christmas 
Truce Advert) 
Present perfect tense 
Awareness of audience 
Create Atmosphere using 
figurative language 
Narrative with speech 
Direct Speech to advance 
the action 
Accurate Speech 
Punctuation 

Windrush 
Newspaper Report 
Layout devices 
Parenthesis 
Formal tone 
Wonder 
Narrative with speech 
Range of clause structures 
Speech to advance the 
action 
Accurate speech 
punctuation 
Balanced argument 
Formal tone 
Modal Verbs 
Paragraphs to organise 
ideas 

Who Let The Gods Out 
Narrative with Speech 
Create atmosphere using 
figurative language. 
Range of clause structures 
Speech to advance the action 
Accurate speech punctuation 
Persuasive Letter 
Formal Tone 
Range of Clause Structures 
Modal verbs 

Icarus 
Instructions (How to build 
wings) 
Modal Verbs 
Layout Devices (bullet points) 
Formal tone 
Explanation Text 
Layout devices 
Formal Tone 
Range of clause structures 

The Lost Words by Robert 
McFarlane  
Poetry 
Creating atmosphere through 
figurative language 
Layout and structure 
Charles Darwin: Biography 
Formal Tone - subjunctive 
mood 
Headings and subheadings 
Paragraphs to organise ideas 
 
Shakespeare 


