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Theory  and Principles  

St Werburgh’s Primary is a “Research Informed” school. It takes policy                      
derived from theory and research and places it at the heart of the pedagogical practices that meet 
the needs of the children in its care. The theory behind the learning environment at St Werburgh’s 
is based on several concepts and ideas. The Reggio Approach and the Montessori style of experi-
menting, founded our inspiration, and an environment that supports enquiry led learning and im-
portance of the relationship between environment and learning “The Third Teacher”.  

St Werburgh’s Primary believes that children have the right to a rich multi-sensory environment: 
one that stimulates and provokes learning and reflects the importance of aesthetics and beauty. It 
believes that the architecture and the pedagogy in a school should exist in symbiotic relationship 

Environment at St Werburgh’s is by design not 
accident. Colour schemes have been carefully 
chosen to be subtle and not over stimulate. 
Where bright colours are evident they bring a 
specific tone or function. Materials and finishes 
have been carefully chosen for their aesthetic 
properties, beauty, and sensory experience. 
Floors walls and ceilings are particularly im-
portant to our environments and attention has 
been paid to how these can facilitate and sup-
port children’s learning. Clear,  natural style 
flooring and subtle muted colour schemes allow 
children’s own learning to be the main focus. 
Light and the importance of it is a key  element 
to the environment especially on Silver Birch. 
Beautiful fused glass windows allow for shards of 
coloured light to seep into the inside                 
environment.  

 
 
 



What we do in ALL classes.  

The job!  

At St Werburgh’s we believe that all children are entitled to a well-
organised, well designed, well resourced learning environment. This is 
regardless of the year group, or personal strengths of their teacher. All 
classes will have a:  

1. Thinking table 

2. Peaceful place  

3. Elli display or Gem power display  

4. A wonder wall /Enquiry wall 

5. Reading corner with Author of the Term  

6. Blooms question stems and butterfly  

7. Visual timetable on board  

8. Date on board  

11. Labeled and accessible resources  

12. Maths resources available on their tables to use. 

13. Maths working wall. 

14. Writing working wall 

15. Vocabulary displayed 

Pupil entitlement  



The Dining Room 

The dining environment and experience is designed to value the importance of 

preparation and presentation of food and its relationship to  learning. 

   

Display Boards 

 

Boards need to have neutral backing in or-

der for children to be able to access and 

respond to the stimulus without an assault 

on their senses. Structures for docu-

menting their work may be discussed and 

agreed with pupils to best reflect their 

learning preferences.  

I wonder  

Learning walls at St Werburgh’s are based on enquiry 
led learning and documentation. Walls are there to 
facilitate and support leaning and not as a tool to 
demonstrate what we have taught. At the start of each 
enquiry,theme or unit, children are encouraged to re-
flect on what they know already, what they want to 
find out and teachers will share what they need to 
know. I ‘m wondering or I wonder walls document the 
learning journey as the pupils experience it, not be-
fore. Therefore, vocabulary is only added when it is 
useful to children and when it has been introduced.  



Documenting is a well-established practice in EYFS. At St Werburgh’swe believe that this principle will 
benefit all children and have taken the idea throughoutthe school.  



“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, therefore, is not an act, but a  

habit.” – Aristotle  

High expectations of children and for children, is at the heart of our school. It is therefore the expecta-
tion that all children will make expected or accelerated progress in each year group. This is the responsi-
bility of the class teacher.  

Teachers will plan a learning journey over a week or two that 
allows the adult to facilitate the learning of key concepts.     
Planning will start with the outcome in mind and “Teach back-
wards “from a high quality outcome Pupil’s will be actively par-

ticipating and constructing 
their learning journey with 
the teacher. There are no 
empty vessels to be filled at 
St Werburgh’s!  

Teaching will be learning focused rather than activity based and a progression of skills will be clear and 
evident across the week or unit. On-going assessment will enable impact to be clear, specific and chal-
lenging. Questioning will be used at every opportunity to challenge children and deepen learning.  

A culture of encouraging critique and feedback will be demonstrated in all assemblies, lessons, class-
rooms and school environments. Re-drafting and editing are commonplace.  



Peaceful places are areas within a classroom especially designed for children who are in a heightened 
state of anxiety and need a place to withdraw, in order to reflect and get into a state where learning can 
take place. All classes should ensure that this is inviting and approachable and has an opportunity for 
the child to reframe their thinking.  

Thinking tables are spaces where pupils can choose to work, rather than stay on 
their collaborative table. It maybe that the pupil recognises they work better 
alone or that the teacher sensitively suggests they may like some space to focus 
on their own. The table should have activities to centre their thinking, be     
stimulating and inviting and promote challenge and questioning.  

Philosophy Bear is used in classes and around the school 
to develop critical thinking and encourage a sense of won-
der about life and the world around them.  



Children’s awareness and engagement with the outdoor world is 
an essential part of learning. Pupils should understand that 
learning happens everywhere. At St 
Werburgh’s the high quality of the 
outdoor environment is as important 
as the indoor. Children are encour-
aged to take a constructivist approach 
to learning and be immersed in play.  

The outdoor environment on both sites 
encourages risk taking in real terms. 
The playground has a beach, with a 
deep sand area, and a connected 
forest/den building area. Large granite 
stones demarcate these areas. Water 
pumps through a gully, pumped by the 
children, allowing them to explore     
natural resources.  



All children should have the opportunity for their work to be published and displayed to a 
wider audience than their class peers. Work that is published or is for a gallery, museum 
or for a public audience, needs to be presented in a way that demonstrates the              
importance and value of the work. Such work will be double mounted and will be labeled 
with the pupils name and class. There will be a title and a brief explanation of the         
purpose and direction of the learning. The backing paper will subtly add to the aesthetic 
presentation of the learning and will be of high quality. The UNICEf Rights Respecting    
Articles that relate to that learning will be displayed with the work. The displays will be 
changed regularly and will have a whole school theme that demonstrates learning pro-
gression across the school.  



A beautiful, aesthetically pleasing learning environment, not only enhances learning but it 
supports the social and emotional development of children and adults. The responsibility 
to maintain and have high expectation of our environments is everyone’s responsibility. 
Neither children nor adults are able to function at the edge of their learning capabilities if 
their environment does not support their basic needs. Cold, messy, overly stimulated or 
broken environments do not demonstrate to our children that we     respect, care and  
nurture them. The high quality of the environment is both an expectation and an entitle-
ment at our school.  

Useful books and references that helped frame our thinking:  

Understanding the Reggio Approach – Linda Thornton and Pat Brunton, 2015 T 

he Third Teacher – Cannon Design, VS Furniture and Mau design, 2010  

The communication Friendly spaces approach – Elizabeth Jarman, 2013  

Creative Learning Environments in Education – A systematic literature review, Davies et al, 2011  
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