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Learning Updates 
(p2-5) 

Have a look at the 
brilliant learning that is 

happening in school! 

 Need to get lost 
in a good book? 

(p7) 
Check out our book 

recommenda8ons on 
page 7. 

Knock Knock! (p5) 
The Teacher Feature is 

full of some of our 
favourite jokes to spread 

some fes8ve cheer!

Welcome to Issue 5 of SWPS 
Connect 

A Message from Ms Faulkner… 
Dear parents and carers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for 
all the support you have shown to all of the team at St 
Werburgh's Primary school this term.  We are so lucky 
to have such a strong community.  I hope that you and 
your children are able to have some fun, as well as rest and respite, during the 
holiday period.   

I hope that you enjoy this issue of Connect which Mrs Coelho has expertly put 
together, as well as the special 2020 Na8vity which I have shared with you via 
email. It is a celebra8on of our children, as well as Christmas. A silver-lining of the 
virtual na8vity has been being able to share this with all of the children 
throughout the school, as the children in different key stages don't usually get to 
see each other perform.  We have all been smiling away watching it and I hope it 
will make you smile too. 

Best wishes, 

Helen Faulkner 

Christmas Crafts! 
Get crafty this Christmas by making these super simple decorations!

Try pain8ng wood slices in different 
fes8ve designs. Or, you can make 

these dried orange slices to 
decorate the tree or make into a 

garland. Just put orange slices in a 
low oven (140 degrees) for 1.5-2 

hours.
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Phase 1 
Daisy, Poppy, Viola and BuZercup class have been doing some fantas8c learning in class!

Year 1

EYFS

In Year 1, we have been looking at stories from around 
the world! We began with the tradi8onal tale ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’. The LiZle Old Lady told us that he 
had escaped from her oven into our school. We 

became detec8ves and looked for clues so that we 
could use adjec8ves and similes to describe him in a 

lost poster. 

We then looked at a similar story called the Runaway 
Chapaa which Mrs Majid read to us in Urdu. We 

wrote instruc8ons how to make chapaas with Mrs 
Ahmed’s help then used our DT skills to grate, chop 

and peel ingredients to fill out chapaas! 

We finished the term by reading the stories of Anna 
Hibiscus and spent 8me looking at artefacts and non-

fic8on books to research coun8es in Africa. 

It has been another exci8ng term and we have been 
very proud of both the children and their parents! 

The children have started learning their sounds in phonics and have been puang this to good use wri8ng all sorts of 
things, from signs in our classroom to find missing toys, to their own maps and labelling pictures of monsters. We have 
also been enjoying the poetry of Michael Rosen, loving the rhythms that get our bodies moving and the silly words and 
rhymes that make us laugh. Some children have even wriZen their own poems, using the same silly reversal of lines! 

Wow! What a brilliant term the children in Recep8on have had. They have seZled in really well and 
become confident in their friendships and in learning through exploring the resources we have in 
our classrooms. Some of the children have had the chance to go on Forest school and have made the 
rest of us excited about our turn, telling us about making fires and using s8cks and leaves to make 
some amazing natural pictures. 

Arturo, Lairy and Archie 
from Daisy Class using 
loose parts to make 
different sculptures and 
dinosaur worlds, and 
Mali, Minna and Alfie 
from Daisy Class in 
Forest School!

Isla from Poppy Class’s map to find her way home if it gets 
dark, and Hux and Ayaan imagine what a ‘Berrible’ might 
look like from a poem that they read!

PC Abdallah examining evidence, Valen8na and Oren 
concentra8ng hard to prepare their chapaas and Mrs 
Majid reading the Runaway Chapaa!
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Phase 2 
Here are some learning updates from the fantas8c Bluebell, Rose, Laurel and Lilac! 

Year 2

Year 3

Year 2 have been learning how to write instruc8ons In English. So far we have 
wriZen about how to defeat giants and now we are wri8ng our own recipes to 
make lemon cookies. We have also been learning about how to keep ourselves 
healthy through exercise and a healthy diet. We even learnt how to find and 
measure our pulse.

In Year 3 this term, we have been learning all about electricity. We started by taking electrical appliances to 
pieces to see what we could find inside. Ager that, we built lots of circuits using cells, bulbs and switches. 
We then used our learning to design a lantern which used a circuit inside to illuminate it. We made lots of 
mess (pictured below) but it was very enjoyable and the finished products look great (also pictured below)!  
In English, we wrote adventure stories inspired by Ariki and the Island of Wonders and we published poems 
in the style of Kit Wright. You can see Sam's in this newsleZer - see if you can spot the similes and 
metaphors! We have also been applying our speaking skills in discussions and giving presenta8ons to the 
rest of the class. In maths, we have worked really hard on column addi8on and subtrac8on. Laurel class 
have welcomed Miss Wilson to our class who is a trainee teacher and will be with us for most of the year. 
We have already benefited from her love of poetry and look forward to sharing her teaching journey. Well 
done for a great term, Year 3. Make sure you get lots of rest and relaxa8on in the holidays.

A very messy classroom during lantern making, 
along with Nasriin and Isaac’s lanterns!

Albie’s instruc8on map for how to defeat the fire 
giants and Roxy and Zac’s William Morris style birds!
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Year 4 Year 5

Phase 3 
Read on to see what the children in Birch, Cherry, Hawthorn, Oak and Rowan have been up to! 

In year 4 this term we have been studying the 
Romans and their impact on Britain. The children 
were fascinated by this topic and tackled it with 
much enthusiasm which has been great to see! 
Year 4 have also been prac8sing using a Trollen 
Wheel to create some amazing braided bracelets!

This term, Year 5 have studied the exci8ng and 
dangerous adventure of Ernest Shackleton to the 
Antarc8c - they have enjoyed wri8ng descrip8ons, 
flashbacks and parts of newspaper reports. 
Katherine Rundell has been our author of the term 
and reading her book 'Explorer' has transported us 
to the Brazilian Amazon to discover completely 
different adventures. Our Science topic has been 
about proper8es of materials; they have had a 
brilliant 8me sor8ng materials, tes8ng thermal 
insulators on ice (linking this to the materials best for 
Shackleton and crew) and separa8ng messy 
mixtures! Augusta Savage, the great sculptor, has 
been our Ar8st of the Term. Carrying over our work 
from Black History Month on Alfred Fagon we have 
sculpted clay busts similar to the bronze statue found 
in St Paul's. Although we've had a week at home in 
isola8on, year 5 have done a fantas8c job at working 
hard and doing their best from home as well as in 
school.

EZa and Lila separa8ng materials, David and 
Ahlam making Christmas Decora8ons, Seren, 
Maisy and Archie exploring different insulators, 
Lola’s clay bust of Alfred Fagon and Sarah and 
Melinda conduc8ng their ice experiment!
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Year 6

 

Another term over and what a fantas8c term it’s been. Year 6 
have been inspired by their class novel ‘Private Peaceful’ and 
wrote informal leZers home from the trenches. In maths, our 
focus has been on Frac8ons, Decimals and Percentages. 

Our ar8st of the term is Aardman, and the children have all been 
working hard to design their own Aardman character and make it 
out of plas8cine. We used the iPads and created our own stop-
mo8on anima8ons! 

In the last week of term we have been looking at A Christmas 
Carol and thinking about the character of Scrooge. We looked at 
the part of the story where Scrooge is visited by Marley’s Ghost, 
and we made props, rehearsed and performed this scene!

Rhia’s Aardman 
character, Ruby as 
Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Hazel Class 
hard at work 
crea8ng their stop 
mo8on 
anima8ons!

This week we thought we’d share some of our 
best (worst) Christmas Cracker jokes from Elf 

Williams and Elf Boden!! Enjoy!

Did you hear that production was 
down at Santa’s Workshop this year? 

Many of his workers had to elf-isolate!

Who is Rudolph’s favourite pop star? 
Beyon-sleigh!

Why did the pirates have to go into lockdown? 
Because the ‘Arrr! Rate had risen!

What do Santa’s Little Helpers learn at school? 
The elf-abet!

Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph join their work conference 
call? 

Because there was no Zoom at the inn!



SWPS CONNECT  

6

The Writing Hall of Fame! 
We would usually celebrate fantas8c wri8ng in an assembly, but sadly we can’t be all together at the 

moment. Instead, here are some fantas8c examples of wri8ng from around the school.

Amira from Year 4 wrote this amazing quiz all about the Roman 
Empire.

Sam in Year 3 wrote this fantas8c poem!

HISTORY MADE

Hundreds of ci8zens came in unison to see the remarkable return of Shackleton. Amazingly, 
the explorer and his crew survived a deadly danger in Antar8ca. Ager almost a year and a 
half the heroic men returned home today from their dangerous adventure. As they came in, 
the relieved crowd cheered with excitement and glee. As they caught a glimpse of the 
warriors, they could see a gleam of happiness spread across their faces. The proud men 
stood united – glad of what they had accomplished.

• Amelia Oak Class 

Amelia wrote this fantas8c paragraph about Shackleton whilst Year 5 were self isola8ng at home! 
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Book Recommendations 

Christmas 2020 New Releases 

Popular Books from the Library Bus 

It was AnH-Bullying Week this term, so here are 
some useful links and resources to support our 
families: 
Our Safety Centre - provides informa8on on how to block 
and report on popular internet plaporms. 
GOV.UK -  Making a complaint about bullying. 
NSPCC - Bullying and Cyberbullying 
Internet MaWers - Cyberbullying 
AnH-Bullying Alliance - Advice for parents 
Bullying UK (Family Lives) - Advice for parents 
DFE - Advice for Parents and Carers on Cyberbullying 
Kidscape - Advice on bullying for Parents and Carers 

Welcome Karolina! 

As a school we are delighted to welcome Karolina 
Grundy, who is going to be joining the St. 

Werburgh’s Team on January 4th as our new 
Finance Officer!

New Charging Policy 
Parents are advised that we have a new charging 
policy which is available on our website. All items 

need to be paid for in advance. School Money 
makes it simple for parents to check their 

balances and means that school do not have to 
chase up payments! 

The policy also makes it clear how school will deal 
with overdue debt. Please log on regularly to 

check that you are in credit and money is paid on 
8me, or ensure that school are made aware of any 
problems otherwise services may be withdrawn. 

The policy can be found at: hWps://
www.stwerburghsprimary.com/wp-content/

uploads/2020/12/Charging-Remissions-
Policy.pdf

Helping local families in a troubling Hme. 
The Community Food Share was set up as a small scale 

project in response to the difficul8es faced by many in our 
neighbourhood. It provides food essen8als to local families 

from dona8ons in the local area. 
COVID-19 has brought disrup8on and uncertainty to family 

life. We are here to help. 
Alternatively, if you want to donate any food items, drop 

off days are:  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

Any families living in St Werburghs (BS2 or nearby) 
and with a child attending a local school you can fill 

out an application form on the website 
(www.bristolcommunityfoodshare.com)

https://www.stwerburghsprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Charging-Remissions-Policy.pdf
https://www.stwerburghsprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Charging-Remissions-Policy.pdf
https://www.stwerburghsprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Charging-Remissions-Policy.pdf
https://www.stwerburghsprimary.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Charging-Remissions-Policy.pdf
http://www.bristolcommunityfoodshare.com
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