
Reception Curriculum Newsletter  
Term 1 and 2 ‘Who Helps Me?’ 

Demonstrate friendly behaviour 
initiating conversations and     form-
ing good relationships with peers and 
familiar adults. 
 
Can play in a group, extending and 
elaborating play ideas  
 
Shows confidence in asking adults for 
help. 
 
Is more outgoing towards       unfa-
miliar people and more     confident 
in new social situations. 
 
Shows confidence in asking adults for 
help. 
 
Is more outgoing towards         unfa-
miliar people and more      confident 
in new social situations. 
 
Aware of the boundaries set, and of 
behavioural expectations in the 
setting. 
 
Begins to accept the needs of  others 
and can take turns and share re-
sources, sometimes with support 
from others. 

Personal, Social  and Emotional Development 

The children will learn to...               How will they learn it? 

Getting to know each other games 
and introductions. 
 
Settling into new routines, meeting 
key adults in school setting. 
 
Focus modelled play. 
 
Circle Time games and discussions 
using the Jigsaw scheme. 
 
Setting and establishing our Class 
Charter. 
 
Discussions around emotions/ 
emotion picture prompts/ emotion 
dolls/ role play. 
 
Introduction of learning qualities 
using ELLI animals. 
 
Snack time sharing food with the 
class. 
 
Individual learning patches on wall to 
display work. 

Communication and Language 

The children will learn to...              How will they learn it? 

Listens to others one to one or in 
small groups. 
 
Maintains attention, concentrates 
and sits quietly during appropriate 
activity. 
 
Is able to follow directions. 
 
Responds to simple instructions. 
 
Uses vocabulary focused on objects 
and people that are of particular 
importance to them. 
 
Builds up vocabulary that reflects 
the breadth of their experiences. 
 
Uses talk to connect ideas, explain 
what is happening and anticipate 
what might happen next, recall and 
relive past experiences. 

Whole class listening and       atten-
tion games. 
 
Getting to know each other games 
and introductions. 
 
Marvellous Me bags that children will 
share with classmates. 
 
Focus children photos. 
 
Understanding rules and routines in 
the classroom adults modelling ex-
pectations. 
 
Chat table big talk photo prompts to 
encourage discussions. 
 
Story Squares. 
 
Vocabulary building through our key 
texts using Word Aware. 

They move confidently in a range of 
ways, safely negotiating space.  

Runs skilfully and negotiates space 
successfully, adjusting speed or 
direction to avoid obstacles. 
 
Holds pencil between thumb and 
two fingers, no longer using whole-
hand grasp. 
 
Draws lines and circles using gross 
motor movements. 
 
 
Children know the importance for 
good health of physical exercise, and 
a healthy diet, and talk about ways 
to keep healthy and safe. 

Physical Development 

The children will learn to...              How will they learn it? 

Using our outdoor area safely– tun-
nels/ bridges/ climbing trees. 
 
Early PE skills. 
 
Range of fine motor activities in class 
to build strength and co-ordination in 
our Finger Gym. 
 
Using tools in our Tinkering      Sta-
tion. 
 
Chalks/ paintbrushes/ scarves in our 
outdoor area to create large scale 
patterns/ marks. 
 
Discussions about healthy eating and 
how we keep ourselves fit and 
healthy. 
 
Hand washing embedded into daily 
routine. 
 
 

Who Helps Me? 



Shows interest in the lives of  peo-
ple who are familiar to them. 
 
Remembers and talks about    sig-
nificant events in their own experi-
ence. 
 
Knows some of the things that 
make them unique, and can talk 
about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends or 
family. 
 
Comments and asks questions 
about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they 
live or the natural world. 
 
Uses ICT hardware to interact with 
age-appropriate computer soft-
ware. 
 
Shows an interest in real objects 
such as cameras.  

Understanding the World 

The children will learn to...               How will they learn it? 

Creating a class family tree. 
 
Who lives in my house discussions. 
 
Marvellous Me bags– sharing our 
cultures with one another. 
 
Learning about our bodies and our 
senses in the discovery area. 
 
Small world play. 
 
Using ‘mini-me’s’ in small world. 
 
Range of programs on class IWB and 
on iPads. 
 
Using real cameras to take photos of 
each other in Photo Booth role play 
area. 
 
 
 

Enjoys joining in with dancing and 
ring games.  
 
Sings a few familiar songs. 
 
Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
 
Explores colour and how colours can 
be changed. 
 
Uses various construction materials. 
 
Captures experiences and responses 
with a range of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other materials 
or words. 
 
Engages in imaginative role-play 
based on own first-hand experiences.    
 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The children will learn to...         How will they learn it? 

Self portraits– collage/ pen/ paint. 
 
Artist of the Term:  
Andy Warhol colour prints and      
portraits. (T1) 
Barabara Hepworth (T2) 
 
Constructing faces using loose parts/ 
natural resources. 
 
Using our imaginations in our decon-
structed role-play area. 
 
Daily routine songs.  
 
Home role play. 
 
Imagining and designing our own 
superhero helpers. 

Knows that numbers identify how 
many objects are in a set. 
 
Sometimes matches numeral and 
quantity correctly. 
 
Shows an interest in number    prob-
lems. 
 
Shows an interest in numerals in the 
environment. 
 
Shows an interest in shape and 
space by playing with shapes. And 
making arrangements with objects.  
 
Uses familiar objects and common 
shapes to create and recreate famil-

iar patterns and build models. . 

Mathematics 

The children will learn to...          How will they learn it? 

Numicon resources–becoming    
familiar with the Numicon shapes. 
 
Selection of materials to promote 
counting skills.   
 
Number recognition. 
 
Counting and matching. 
 
Sequencing.   
 
Opportunities in class routine to 
count 
 
Sorting 
 
Pattern Making  
2D shapes- naming and describing 

Shows interest in illustrations and 
print in books and print in the envi-
ronment. 
 
Recognises familiar words and signs 
such as own name and   advertising 
logos. 
 
Gives meaning to marks they make 
as they draw, write and paint. 
 
Ascribes meanings to marks that 
they see in different places. 
 
Writes own name. 
 
 
 

Literacy 

The children will learn to...            How will they learn it? 

Author of the term: 
Julia Donaldson (T1)   
Janet and Alan Ahlberg (T2) 
 
Focus texts: Pete the Cat/  Monkey 
Puzzle 
 
Independent access to name stones/ 
peg labels/ name cards. 
 
Range of phonic activities to sort/ 
investigate sounds explore        allit-
eration and rhyme.  Phase 2 simple 
sounds– blending for reading and 
segmenting for spelling  
 
Print rich learning environment and 
access to range of writing resources. 
 

Reception Products 
Paint a self portrait. 
Take a photograph. 

Sing a song 
 

Wow starter 
Marvellous Me bags 

 

Fantastic Finale 
Art Gallery 

Home learning opportunities 

 Family photos. 

 Prepare Marvellous Me bags. 

 Talking with your child about their new class/ friends. 

 Focus children and parent consultation forms. 
 
 

 If you are interested in volunteering and available to 
come and read regularly with the children please let us 
know, or speak to Mrs Haines in the Willow site office. 

 
 


