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Learning Updates 
(p2-5) 

Have a look at the 
fantas.c learning that 
is happening in school! 

 The Book Tree 
Bus has arrived! 

(p7) 
Check out the newest 
addi.on to the Willow 

Site playground! 

Meet our 
Governors! (p5) 

They’ve taken over the 
teacher feature this 

week…

Welcome to Issue 4 of SWPS Connect 

A Message from Ms Faulkner… 
Dear parents and carers, 

We had such posi.ve feedback in response to the issues 
of 'Connect' that we shared during the lockdown period 
that we decided to keep it going. The aim is for a termly 
newsleEer that celebrates and showcases some of the 
children's learning with you. We hope that this makes 
you feel more connected to what is happening in school 
as you cannot come in at the moment and see displays 
or your children's work.  Connec.on and rela.onships are so important to us at St 
Werburgh's Primary School.  We hope that you enjoy this issue. If you have any 
ideas for future issues or you have any ques.ons or comments then please do be 
in touch. Have a safe half term. 

Helen Faulkner 

Black History Month at St. Werburgh’s 
October is Black History Month, so this term every class has been involved in a 
project about a different Black History Maker. Each class has researched their 
Black Briton, wriEen either individual poems or a whole class poem and created 
a patchwork portrait. It has been a fantas.c and enriching project for everyone 
and we have all learnt so much! Read some of our poems on page 6.

Recep.on - Roy HackeE 
Year 1 - Paul Stephenson 
Year 2 - Hyacinth Hall 
Year 3 - Princess Campbell 
Year 4 - Sislin Fay Allen 
Year 5 - Alfred Fagon 
Year 6 - Baroness Lawrence
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Phase 1 
Daisy, Poppy, Viola and BuEercup class have been doing some fantas.c learning in class!

Year 1

EYFS

It has been a fantas.c start to the term and we have 
been very proud of how the children have managed 

their transi.on into Year 1.  

As well as daily carpet sessions for English, maths and 
phonics, the children also have two extended periods 

of the day where they get to ‘choose their own 
learning’. There are special challenges for children to 

complete: be an author, an engineer, a 
mathema.cian, an ar.st or even a geographer!  

Challenges have included reading instruc.ons on a 
treasure hunt, designing and making boats, mapping 

out the local area and inves.ga.ng number bonds 
using Numicon. 

Our focus this term is learning about our local area. 
We have done a virtual tour of St Werburghs using 

Google Earth, talked about all of the important 
landmarks in the area, created local maps and we will 
begin making models of local buildings to create a 3D 

map for our Fantas.c Finale. 

The children are seEling well into the new rou.nes of Recep.on and are showing an ‘I can’ aatude 
to new learning aber being out of an educa.onal seang for so long before their start in September!

The children are learning through independent play and enjoy ‘choosing learning’ across the 
different areas of the Recep.on classrooms and shared areas.  We have zoned areas which include a 
book area, a crea.on sta.on, a small world area, construc.on area, malleable area, maths area and 
wri.ng area. Within these spaces the children can access a resources that will support them with 
their interests, allow them to explore open ended experiences and challenge their learning.

Maxwell chilling in the book corner, 
Yaran pain.ng and children building a 

fire engine!
Mali with a pumpkin, Aniya comple.ng 
a story map and Alia looking at a worm 

in the garden!

Wafiyya has shown amazingly 
independent wri.ng by crea.ng a 
handmade book of our class story Lost 
and Found. Also, look at these amazing 
3D St. Werburghs buildings! Do you 
recognise any of them? 
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Phase 2 
Here are some learning updates from the fantas.c Bluebell, Rose, Laurel and Lilac! 

Year 2

Year 3 In Year 3, we have been learning lots about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. 
We had a great abernoon making spears, bows and arrows and charcoal cave 
pain.ngs. We also created menus for a Stone Age restaurant - including elk roasted 
over a cow-dung fire. Yum! To finish off our topic we constructed a model Iron Age 
seElement. We made miniature woven houses to mimic ‘waEle’ walls, complete 
with their own thatched roofs. We have also been wri.ng non-chronological reports 
which finished with the children wri.ng their own reports about their expert 
subject! In PE, we have learned to play netball and have seen some incredible team 
players and a few future stars for Miss Haines’ team! Last but not least, we have 
worked really hard on learning to tell the .me on an analogue clock! Well done Lilac 
and Laurel Class for an excellent first term, you have made us very proud! 

In Year 2 we have been learning all about Piet Mondrian. We have been exploring his 
work and have used his style to create some of our own fantas.c pieces of work. We 
now have them on display in our shared area. We have also been learning about The 
Great Fire of London. We have spent .me understanding what has happened and 
discussed what made the fire spread so quickly. One of the ac.vi.es that we did was to 
redesign London aber the fire to ensure that the same problems would not arise again. 
The children have really enjoyed this topic, so make sure you ask them about it at 
home!!

Piet Mondrian artwork on display and Year 2’s  
patchwork portraits of Hyacinth Hall (leb: Bluebell, 

right: Rose).
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Year 4 Year 5

Phase 3 
Read on to see what the children in Birch, Cherry, Hawthorn, Oak and Rowan have been up to in 
class! 

We have been hard at work in Year 5, wri.ng 
Informa.on Texts about Castles and Adventure Stories 
set in the Middle Ages. We are making our own model 
Castles in groups, enjoying football coaching, and are 
incredibly happy to be learning to play the steel drums.  

In our Black History Month Project, we have been 
learning about Alfred Fagon. We created a patchwork 
portrait and wrote a whole class poem. 

We can't wait to get back to school aber a well-earned 
rest and start our new Science topic 'Proper.es of 
Materials'.

Oak Class’s patchwork portrait of 
Alfred Fagon, Jasim learning to 
code on Purple Mash and 
Seren’s fantas.c informa.on 
text all about Castles!

In Year 4, we have been busy learning about sound 
and light in science. In wri.ng, we have enjoyed 
reading books by Lemony Snicket and the children 
have wriEen some excellent stories about fears based 
on the picture book ‘Orion and the Dark’. 

We had some very thought provoking discussions 
when researching our black history maker Sislin Fay 
Allen, who was Britain’s first black female police 
officer. It has been a super start to Year 4!

Our Patchwork Portraits of Sislin Fay 
Allen (top: Birch, boEom: Cherry).
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Year 6

 

What a fantas.c start to the year we’ve had! Year 6 have 
been working hard this term on place value and all four 
opera.ons in maths. In wri.ng, we have used the brilliant 
book ‘The Viewer’ by Shaun Tan to inspire us when 
wri.ng narra.ves. In Science, we have been looking at the 
circulatory system and exploring the blood’s important 
journey around the body. We drew detailed diagrams of 
the heart and carried out an experiment where we saw 
how our pulse rate changed aber exercise, and how long 
it took to return to normal. 

Our Black History Maker is Doreen Lawrence, the mother 
of Stephen Lawrence. The children have researched, 
talked about and considered her story thoughjully and 
with a great deal of sensi.vity. We created a whole class 
portrait, and the children wrote individual poems with a 
repea.ng phrase.

GovernorIn this issue of Connect, we wanted to 
introduce our school governors!

School governors are volunteers who work together as a 
team to make important decisions on how a school is 

run. Our governors are parents & carers, teachers, 
friends of the school, members of the community, local 

professionals and people nominated by the Local 
Authority. The governing body is responsible for thinking 
and working together to raise standards and make sure 

the school community is happy, healthy and provides the 
best possible educa.on for our children. They set the 

school priori.es and targets, keep track of progress and 
support the headteacher and staff in mee.ng and 

challenging expecta.ons. Governors are a suppor.ve yet 
cri.cal friend to the school leadership team. 

 
Aber half term, we will be looking for new parent 

governors. As a parent governor you don’t need to have 
any specific skills and the governing body is ready to 

provide whatever support and adjustments a parent may 
need to join us in our work. We will send out a leEer all 

about how to apply following the half-term break.  
 

If you would like to ask us any ques.ons about 
the work we do for the school, you can contact 

us on governors@stwerburghsprimary.com

Who’s Who?

Mark McGeown 
Chair of Governors

Michelle Purdie 
Vice Chair/Parent 

Governor

Joe Elwood 
Teacher Governor

Carmel McCormick 
Co-opted Governor

Dayna Sierra John 
Co-opted Governor

Esther Williams 
Co-opted Governor

Viv Kuh 
Parent Governor

Mandy Collier-King 
Associate Member

Rowan (top) and Hazel’s 
(boEom) patchwork portrait, 
Bruno and Rhia researching 
Doreen Lawrence and Leah 
measuring her pulse rate!

mailto:governors@stwerburghsprimary.com
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The Writing Hall of Fame! 
We would usually celebrate fantas.c wri.ng in an assembly, but sadly we can’t be all together at the 

moment. Instead, here are some of our fantas.c poems as part of our Black History Month class projects.

Sislin

Roy Hackett 
We have been learning about Roy Hackett, 
He stood in front of a bus, 
To change the way, 
Black people were treated, 
He is kind, 
Helpful, 
Resilient, 
Brave, 
And he is a hero! 

by Recep.on

Hyacinth Hall 
Do come to school with a smile, 
Make sure you’re on time, 
Hyacinth said be respectful, 
Make sure you are kind, 
Do put your lightbulbs up, 
Make sure you don’t shout, 
That’s what St. Werburgh’s is all about! 

By Year 2 

Alfred Fagon 
 
Poor Alfred Fagon, 
Died of a heart aEack, 
We all wish we could bring him back. 

You served your country, 
Became a boxing champ, 
Wrote plays un.l you got writer’s cramp. 

TV, radio and the stage, 
You’ve become more successful every day. 

Thank you Mr Fagon for paving the way, 
Remembering your greatness every day. 

By Eric (Hawthorn Class)
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Storytale Festival 2020 
Where will the Storytale Fes.val take you?

The Storytale Fes.val is a bitesize digital fes.val that is running a range of fun and inspiring events to help children get 
crea.ve over half term! 

The events themselves will provide armchair travel to inspira.onal places. Go on a virtual romp-about stomp-about 
with The Wild Way Home author Sophie Kirtley; create teeny .ny superheroes with Emma Read; start your own 

adventure story with Katharine Orton, author of Nevertell; and draw your own treasure map with author/illustrator 
Nicola Colton! And there’s lots more too including fantas.c compe..ons for children of all ages. 

The full programme of free events and more informa.on can be found at: 
hMp://www.storytalefesSval.com

YoungMinds’ 5 Top Tips for supporting 
children during coronavirus 

1. Talk to your child about what’s going on. Check 
in regularly and help them to understand what 
is happening and why. Let them know it’s OK 
to feel scared or unsure, and try to answer 
their ques.ons in an age-appropriate manner. 

2. Help them to reflect on how they’re feeling 
and encourage them to think about the things 
they can do to make them feel safer and less 
worried. 

3. Reassure them that this will pass, you’re there 
for them, and you will get through this 
together. 

4. Spend .me doing a posi.ve ac.vity such as 
reading, playing, pain.ng or cooking to help 
reassure them and reduce their anxiety. This is 
also a great way of providing a space for them 
to talk through their concerns, without having 
a ‘big chat’. 

5. Keep as many regular rou.nes as possible, so 
that your child feels safe and that things are 
stable.

Digital Parenting Week  
26th - 30th October 

Find out how you can support your child’s 
mental health online at 

www.parentzone.org.uk

All Aboard The Book Tree Bus! 
 
 

Our library bus has arrived 
on Willow Site. Doesn’t it 
look amazing? We are so 

thrilled and want to thank 
every single person who has 
made this a reality. We can’t 

wait to get reading!

http://www.parentzone.org.uk
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