
Reading at 
St. 

Werburghs
Primary



Objectives of the Session

To help support your own understanding of 
early reading skills.

To provide some key information about how 
we teach phonics in school.

To give you practical ideas of how to support 
your child with reading at home.



Phonics- Phase 1

– Aspect 1 - General sound discrimination – environmental                                                                                                                
The aim of this aspect is to raise children's awareness of the sounds around them and to develop their listening skills. Activities suggested in the guidance include 

going on a listening walk, drumming on different items outside and comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game and making shakers.

– Aspect 2 - General sound discrimination - instrumental sounds                                                                                                                       
This aspect aims to develop children's awareness of sounds made by various instruments and noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching sound makers, 

playing instruments alongside a story and making loud and quiet sounds.

– Aspect 3 - General sound discrimination - body percussion                                                                                                                   
The aim of this aspect is to develop children's awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities include singing songs and action rhymes, listening to music and developing 

a sounds vocabulary.

– Aspect 4 - Rhythm and rhyme                                                                                                                        
This aspect aims to develop children's appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out the 

syllables in words and odd one out.

– Aspect 5 – Alliteration                                                                                                                 
The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including I-Spy type games and matching objects which begin with the same sound.

– Aspect 6 - Voice sounds                                                                                                                       
The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and segmenting. Activities include Metal Mike, where children feed pictures of 

objects into a toy robot's mouth and the teacher sounds out the name of the object in a robot voice - /c/-/u/-/p/ cup, with the children joining in.

– Aspect 7 - Oral blending and segmenting                                                                                                                   
In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills.



Glossary 

Phoneme

The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 44 phonemes in English (it 
depends on different accents). Phonemes can be put together to make words. 

Grapheme

A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from 1 letter e.g. 
p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 letters e.g ough. 

Digraph

A grapheme containing two letters that makes just one sound (phoneme). 

Trigraph

A grapheme containing three letters that makes just one sound (phoneme). 



– In Phase 2, letters and their sounds are introduced one at a time. A set of letters is 
taught each week, in the following sequence:

– Set 1: s, a, t, p
Set 2: i, n, m, d
Set 3: g, o, c, k
Set 4: ck, e, u, r

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss

– As soon as each set of letters is introduced, children will be encouraged to use their 
knowledge of the letter sounds to blend and sound out words (reading). They will 

also start learning to segment words (writing). 

Phonics- Phase 2



Phonics- Phase 3

By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and segment 
words containing the 19 letters taught in Phase 2.

– Over the twelve weeks which Phase 3 is expected to last, twenty-five new 
graphemes are introduced (one at a time).

– Set 6: j, v, w, x

– Set 7: y, z, zz, qu

– Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng

– Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er

– During Phase 3, children will also learn the letter names using an alphabet song, 
although they will continue to use the sounds when decoding words.



Phonic Lesson Outline

– We use a range of ideas from different phonics schemes to ensure that the children 
are engaged and excited about developing their early reading skills.





Introducing a New Sound

Say it!

Read it!

Write it!



Pure Sounds Clip

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCBzNnSSxds


Blending
(reading) 

Blending is the ability to smoothly and fluidly combine individual sounds 
together into words.

To read proficiently, children need to learn to blend individual sounds 
smoothly together into words without choppy pauses between the sounds.

For example: 

c/a/t  cat

ch/o/p  chop

s/m/oo/th  smooth



Segmenting

Involves hearing a word, splitting it up into the sounds that make it.  Then 
using this knowledge to work out which graphemes represent those phonemes 
and then writing those graphemes down in the right order. This is the basis of 

spelling. 

Fred Fingers!

For example:

cat  c/a/t

chop  ch/o/p

smooth  s/m/oo/th



Green and Red Words

GREEN WORDS

Green words are decodable (children can sound them out).

For example: it/ had/ get/ got/ mum

RED WORDS

Red words are ‘tricky’ words.  We can’t sound them out- we just have to learn 
them.  

“You can’t Fred a red.”

For example: I/ no/ go/ the/ she 



Reading with your child at home …

Book introduction

What do you think this book is going to be about?  Why?  Let’s read the title/ blurb 
together.

Strategy check.

What will you do if you come across any unknown words?  Sound it out/ use picture 
prompts/ initial sounds/ context.

Independent reading

Allow children to read to you- encourage their independence by prompting does that 
sound right?  What could you do to work it out?  Allowing chn to read sentences 

uninterrupted.

Comprehension

Important that children have understood what they have read.  Check their 
understanding through questioning throughout.



Reading at St Werburghs

– Please bring in your child’s book bag everyday.

– Your child will be given an allocated reading day- on this day bring bags into class for changing 
books.

– Your child will be supported with their reading a minimum of once a week in school.

– Depending on your child’s confidence with sight words and blending, they will be given either a 
picture book or a levelled reading book.

– They will also choose a ‘Brilliant Book’ a story book that they would like to share with you at 
home.

– Alongside reading books, children will be given a set of high frequency words to practise reading 
and writing at home.  There are lots of fun ways in which these can be used.

– Little and often is the key!

– Record any interesting observations or comments in your child’s reading record- this is very 
IMPORTANT as it is a log of how often your child is reading at home.



Signposting Resources

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

Apps

Phonics lite

Twinkl phonics 

Jolly Phonics 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex.htm
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html


Putting It All Together

Daily phonics inputs are used to promote early reading skills.   The children 
know that the reason why we learn sounds is to apply them when reading.

To help you understand the decoding process for your child and how daunting 
this can be at first have a go at the following exercise.



Reading Exercise



Reading Exercise



And Finally…

If you are interested in hearing children read in school and would like to be one of 
our voluntary parent readers…..

1- Sign up today!

2- See Mrs Haines in Willow Site office to fill in necessary paperwork (DBS form).

3- Find a regular slot that suits you best.

4- Start as soon as your paperwork is returned!



Lets Read!

Any questions, please write them on a post-it note and we will get back to 
you!

Thank you for your time!


